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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A network node includes a network interface, a cross connect 
switch coupled to the network interface, and a multi -medium 
network interface coupled to the cross connect switch. The 
mult i -medium network interface includes multiple network 
interfaces, such as an optical interface and a wireless 
interface. The wireless interface could be for example an RF 
wireless interface or a free-space optics interface. Some 
embodiments of the present invention may include both an RF 
wireless interface and a free-space optics interface. A TDM user 
interface is also coupled to the cross connect switch. In some 
embodiments, the network interface is also a mult i -medium network 
interface. Furthermore, some embodiments can include additional 
mult i -medium network interfaces. 
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